USD(A&T) ATTENDS

DSMC HOSTS ACQUISITION
RESEARCH FORUM

il Tuesday evening, November 2,
1993 the Defense Systems Man-
agement College (DSMC) hosted
an Acquisition Research Forum

with The Honorable John M. Deutch,
Linder Secretary of Defense (Acquisi-
tion and Technology) and ather Die-
partment of Defense (DOD) officials
attending. The Forum theme was “Rel-
evancy of Acquisitlon Research to
OYs Unfolding Acquisition Chal-
lenges.”

The 100 faculty and staff attend-
ing, 2 number from the Industrial Col-
lege of the Armed Forces and Army
Management Staff Collepe, included:
Dr. Deutch; Dr. [ames 5. McMichael,
Director of Acquisition Education,
Training and Carcer Development
Policy; BrigadierGeneral (5el.) Claude
M. Bolton, Ir., USAF, DSMC Com-
mandant: Mr. Gerald E. Keightley,
Executive Director of the Defense
Acquisition University (DAU): Dr.
Walter B. LaBerge, DSMC Visiting
Professor; and Dr. Benjamin €. Rush,
DSMC Dean of Faculty.

The Forum opened with light re-
freshments and DSMC interactive ex-
hibits and displays. Subsequently, dur-
ing an award ceremony, two DSMC
personnel, Thomas Dolan, Jr., and
Donald M. Freedman, received De-
partment of the Army Mertorious Ci
villan Service Awards for theirwork on

Mz, Salde, Research Assoclate of the
Research, Consulting and Information
Diivision, DSMC, onganized the Forum
program

Prograirn Manoges

Joan L. Sable

[l g

Brig Gen (Sel.) Cloude M. Bolton, [r, DSMC Corsandant and The Honomable John M
Deuich, Under Secrefary of Defernse {Acquisition and TL'i'.HﬂLI!!?H_l.';'.

the Department of Defense Advisory
Panel on Streamlining and Codlfying
Acquisitlon Law,

General (Sel.) Bolton began the
Forum by stating: "DSMC remains at
the forefront of knowledge in defense
acquisition management educatlon
through long-term [nquiry into topics
of potential importance in improving
DOD systems acquisition manage-
ment. Products of research include
classroom experiences, studles for
DOD executives, and information in
publications for the acquisition man
agement community.”

The Research, Consulting and In

formation Division (RCID) manages
the overall program of applied acqui

i)

sition researchat the Collepe. Research
s conducted primariby by faculty mem-
bers and selected students and, occa-
sionally, with outside professionals in
cooperative major emphasis includ-
ing finding ways to reduce and control
system acquisition costs more effec-
tively, Cumrent RCID endeavors in-
clude the following:

— The Acquisition Research Sym-
posium s a series of conferences that
began in 1972 and is conducted blen-
nially. These symposia offera dynamic
fiorum for dialogue among key profes-
sionals working on vital issues facing
the acquisition community. The most
recent symposium was held in [une
1993, Planning has begun for the 1995
SYmposium.
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— The Military Rescarch Fellow-
ship Program, charterad by the Linder
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition) in
1987 to enhance DEME capabilities,
prowides professional militany educa-
tion and develops new and innovative
concepts for systems acquisition man-
agement. This joint fellowship pro-
gram is a unique opportunity for se-
lected officers to supplement DSMC
research poals and to impact the de-
femse acquisition process. The 1993-
594 fellows are working ona handbook
for program managers on modeling
and simulation, Projected availability
of this handbook is September 1994.

—The Senate Armed Services Sub-
committee on Defense Technology,
Acquisition and [ndustrial Base has
asked DSMC to conduct research in
"defense conversion” and “dual-use
technologies.” The research should
address specifically deflinitions, bench-
marks and metrics, goals, milestones,
and timetables, The RCID Is conduct-
ing a preliminary structuned study us-
g past and current data o suggest a

standardization of these critical terms,
to answer the questions posed by the
subcommittes and provide recommen-
datlons for legislation, If needed.

— Through a unique system called
Research on Ongolng Acquisition Re-
search (ROAR), DSMC Is beginningto
reform how acquisition policy research
products are developed and acquired
by the DOD. The ROAR monitors more
than 1,000 onmgoing, acquisition-re-
lated study projects across the DOD
and in universities. The DSMC uses
ROAR informarion to tell policy mak-
ers and researchers who embark on
new projects about any current stud-
ies that tie into the projects. This al-
lows the newcomer to collaborate,
saving the DOD months of valuable
time and effort. Other databases and
on-line services cannot dowhat ROAR
does — find shortcuts 1o research so-
lutions for unfolding policy problems.

— The DOD Acquisition Historical
Center represents significant poten-
tal as part of the DSMC and DAL

research capability. The Center, es-
tablished at the request of the USDIA)
in 1992, {ills a void as the only central
repository of defense acquisition in-
formation in DOD. (See the related
artlele In this issue.)

As the Forum continued, Dr. Rush
identified processes and projects 1o
enhance and ensure faculty currency
In acquisition rescarch. Dr. LaBerge
then discussed student electives and
how they can produce the most up-to-
date Inltlatives in the acquisition field.

Mr. Keightley remarked on DAL
accomplishments since [t became op-
erational one vear ago and the role of
DSMC Press as publisher of the new
Acquisition Review Quarterly, He also
addressed other planned assignments
— pne being definition of a role for
DALL In acquisition research.

The Forum ended with guestions
and answers between Mr. Deutch,
members of the roundtable, and the
audience.
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